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Is Elon Musk Testing

His POTUS Quotient?

The world's richest man may have bigger plans

If Elon Musk did not exist, post-Donald Trump America
would have made it necessary to invent him, The SpaceX-
Tesla CEQ, of course, has been existing, and existing well,

mch before the advent of the US' last Republican pres

e

dent. But with Wednesday s announosment — on Twither,
of course — that he ‘can no longer support [Democrats]
and will vote Republican’, the Musk iz off What looks like
the first step of a reinvention comes in the form of disillu:

sionment with the Democrat establishment, a party tha

he once supported for being Tmostly) the Kindness party”’,
and less in rousingsupport of the Trump School ol Yahoos

that put ‘Make America Great Again’ as its sole fulcrum.

When the richest extrovert in the world announces not
just his political ideology but the political party he will vo-
te for he is either a Bruce Wayne, or prepping to run for
presidency. For Musk, both are simultanecusly possible

all his future-readiness, Musk is an
old-style libertarian. For many, his
Ayn Rand-meets- Thomas Edison app-
roach is jarring. But for much of Ame-
rica tired of Democrat doublespeak,
Musk represents an older; American
value that has weakened under liberal
fundamentalism — capitalistanti-establishmentizm. [f1s
in a polarised US that Musk 'scontradictory stances stand
out, ironically, as those of anarch anti-polariser
Similarities with Trump may be cherry-picked. But
where the two businessmen fundamentally differ is
Musk's success as a strategic. not hell-raising, disruptor
Trump may have dialled the notch up against Democra-
ic groupthink, but, clearly, he dialled up too much. In
pntrast, Musk's ongoing tryst with Twitterand the con-
itions he's set for the deal to go through, or his state-
enits against war-mongering Russia (where Tesla does
tle business) and silence against no-free speech abso-
ist China (with its vastelectric vehiclemarket)is a tel-
s — even reassuring — sign. Musk may be testing the
und yet. But President Musk is something that Ame-
could well find itself inventing in the winter of 2024,
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with his Potus as a caped crusader. For
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There isa misbalance, not an acute shortage as projected, of teachers in public schools across India
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chier allocatbors fo schools, st seho-
als suffer fom fescher shortages, 5
e Hawve fust el righit mamber and so-
oy b surplus beachers.

When we relocate the sufplus o
ichers firoem the kst cortegory of schools
to those suffering from shortage, the
met shartage s only 26 lakh rather
thian 10 lakh 1n ciher words, fhee-fo-
urths of the shortage Sdentified by
MEP lanotashortageatall

Indeed, even the 2.5 1akh shortage {3
- o that childen are belng | gore turns ot (o be an overstaterment

! vaccinaied and schoals are. | onon we cormeet far the padding up of
% | Jearning o live with Covid, — student enmlments in the official data.
| W thepressureforhiringmon: A per reports by the Comptroller and

A Y ipachers i public schools  AuditorGeneral (CAG) and the Midday
will grow This is likely in view of | Moal Asthority (MMA), public schools
strong teacher unions and the meoot-- sericusly overstate enrolmsents. (o get
merdation by the Mew Education Polie - more state benefits (sweaters, bags and
oy (NEF) to appoint 1 milllon pew tea-  food grain for midday meals) As our
chers a2 the whopping cost of S4,000  April 2021 research (bitly/SwoltZT)
crore & year Bofoee the state governe  using school- wise data on stodents and
imenits, bisssed by the contral education  teachers shows, a cormection. for this
ministry procesd S such a0 hiring orerstabement aosvverts the net shorts
sproeand bust almeady fragilestatebud: — geaf 25 lakh teachers into a surplusof
pots, it hmtmﬁﬁm reeiriy 1 Lk eachwers.
WEP has rightly feses
The education ministry gives a figu- (Only) Three Bags Full...

e of 1065 million teacher vacancies  Overthe vears, astaggering numberof

without expliining how it got that  parents have moved their children in-

number Going by the 2000-20 District - to low-fee private schoois. Belween
nfisemation System of Education (D 2000and 2018, 2.7crore pupils left public

SE)data, the pupfl-teacher ratio (PTR) - schools for private ones. This mass

inpublicelementary schoolsacrossIn.  migration has created an extremedy

dia wasonly 25.1 Given that the Right - large number of ‘minl’ schools with
to Education (RTE) Act mandates @ very low FTR. By 2015, 48% of India’s
meaxirmum PTRof 30, nationally there  about 10 kakh public elementary scho-
is no teacher shortage in the sensethat  ols were Jeft with only ‘60 o fewer’ pu-
if students and teachers could be pro- - pils each, The average number of pu-
perdy rearvanged or deployed, the pils in these spproximately 5 kakh
mandated average could be achieved  schools was anky 3, and they had only
without hiring any new teachers, 133 puplls per teacher
the RTE norms — e, ot Thi: BTE Act requiires (hat even tiny
the primary level, two teachers for all — schools with ‘3 or fewer” pupiis employ
schools with %60 or fewer’ puplls, and  twoteachers. It alsoprescribes no mind-
one additional teacher for every addi- - mium skze for schools, thus maintaining
tionel 30 students or a fraction of that _mwmhﬂemﬂsﬂ}mmm
— even fo existing students and tea-  socialisation opportunity tochildren.
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O resesxreh shows' that maintad-
ningasurplusof teachers and aFTRof
251, Father than the permitied meaed-
rmum of 30, alredy costs the Indian ex-
chequer neacky T2000 crofe & year in
exress teachor salacies alone I new
tenchers are recruited to fll the clak
el 1 millkon teacher vacanches as per  This naticnwide probiem requires Go-
NEP recommendation, the natlonwi-  I's infervention to incentiviss the sta-
de PTR would Eall further to 108, and  testo undertake necessary sehiool comn-
would ineuranadditional costof near-  solidation {merging mearby public
Iy w4 (00 cTare each vear (in A9nomi-  schools). For instance, nocentral reso:

mal termes) in teachsr salaries for the  wrees should be provided for hiring
fodlowing 30 yearsormore, sincepolicy  new teachers in at least the 13 major
in India does not allow teachers to e states inwhich thereisanet surplusof
Lk off cascehired. teachors, Hil they consolidabe pupils
Adding this extra cost of fresh re-  into larger schools and transfer sur-
crultment fo the existing cost of cur-  pius teachers to nearby pubills schools
pently surplus teachers, the totalextra. that may havea teacher deflcit.
cost of the lower PTRof 199 turnsout  Instead of appointing yet more tea-
oy b & GArEANAUAR 76,000 crorea year  chers in emptying minified schools,
in 201930 prices. As mary as Tcount- et us have fewer higherquality schi-
riesenjoyalower GDPthanthisfigare.  ols that are pedagogically and econa-
Jist ais there 18 need for the consolk  mically viable, with direct bemefit

g, 12,7 pupdls and teo teachers per
school, and a very low PTHR of 6.7, Tea:
cher salary expenss per pupil i (hese
schools averapes 77,412 a month, of
07 B2 8 year, at MR- prices.
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dationof tin fural heldingsin  transfer (DBT) funding for ransport
yagricul ingsin

Tredka {43% of the holdings aresmaller  toensure thatsccess sTiol
than half aheetarewith theaveragesl:  in thepursaitof quality

2 2 at st 0,23 hectans), thers s aneed o Lt
2 ; consolidate tiny public schools Duete  Dasta isassisiant professor, Delhl Sch-
Instead of appointing yetmore teachersinemptying  the empiying of public clemnialy ﬂﬁ:ﬁhfﬂﬂhmﬁﬂl
mini-fied schools, letus have fewer higher-guality i chonis with oty ke K ot Ty
schools pedagogically and economically viable wer’ pupils. These schooks had, on av-  College London (UCL), UK
L - ; ! 5.
Vs : - BellCurves «RPrasad

- --“hr

—— -

What's Your

Intention?
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Erteriio Chat onehas 1h mind, s
e fired e by Brsirelativge
Phoughit indodend. The comoept of
imtention is integral snd comirmor
acrres religions. They all emphea
sioe that it s the thoughi belnind
itk o b s el evEm
The F&meﬂ-ﬁladﬂ:ﬂhns
thisis sankalpm, your resobe.
Kriehn states that it s not the
action but the intent behind th
actian thart matters, The conce

torwams the elghitiold path.
e Semitie relighons, Chris
tlamity Islnm and Judalsem,
emnphaskss e o
piicas inbortion s (e flrst st
tomrards good action and e
I fiack, thiery sy Kbk woviar che
oyl e i s
| what you intended, sinoe at
areihe result of Infertions.
Ty 0 50 fir a5 i0 SUERESt
|  Godwill pardon & mistake!
Trsbenthon was niat bad,
| mind' isstatutorlly requin
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